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Who We Are

Jeanne Deichmueller
● Studied Elementary Education at Purdue 

University at the Calumet Campus
● This is my sixth year teaching 8th grade 

Language Arts at Yorkville Middle School
● Completed clinicals at various schools in 

Northwest Indiana and student teaching at 
Nathan Hale Elementary School

● Endorsed to teach language arts, social 
studies and math at the middle school 
level

Meghan Kerr
● Studied English Education at ISU
● Taught 8th grade Language Arts for nine 

years at Yorkville Middle School
● Completed all clinicals and year-long 

student teaching at University High School
● Currently - Teacher on Special Assignment 

(TOSA) in Yorkville CUSD #115



Background of Advanced LA at YMS

● Started as separate Advanced Reading & Advanced Writing
● Informally blocked the classes with co-teacher
● Morphed into a Language Arts block in 2013-2014 school year

○ 84 minutes, every day
○ 75 students per teacher

● Students are placed based 
on MAP scores, 
teacher recommendation, 
and personal choice.
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Why Lit Crit?

● Wanted to add an element of challenge 
for the 8th graders

● Was a favorite topic of the teachers
● Prepare students for high school and 

beyond

The Common Core Shifts at a Glance, achievethecore.org



The process

Inductive 
Learning

Application

Analysis

Whole Group 
Common Text

Discussion

Naming of Theories
Multiple Text 

Examples

Student Choice 
Analysis/Evaluation 

Writing Focused

Unit Timeline - Roughly four weeks



Step 1
Inductive Learning

● Whole class watches a common text
● Uses guided notes to “annotate” while watching 

Scar & Mufasa Video Clip

J

https://youtu.be/-8wgXRNYcPM
https://youtu.be/-8wgXRNYcPM


Step 1
Inductive Learning

“What did you notice?”

~~~~~~

Students then discuss the 
patterns, themes, or ideas that 
they notice across the notes 

and movie.

These observations are put 
around the room to validate 
and show commonalities.

Common Observations
1. Where Scar lives 

is always dark.
2. The female lions 

don’t seem to do 
much…

3. The hyenas are 
helping Scar only 
because they are 
always at the 
bottom and want 
to be in a better 
place.

4. Simba is really 
concerned about 
how he looks to 
his dad.
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Step 2
Application

Introduction of Literary Theory

● Give background info
● Examples all tie back to The Lion King
● Always go back to guided notes and 

previous class discussion

Theories Covered
Deconstruction

Archetypal

Psychoanalysis

Marxist

Gender

Moral



Step 2
Application

Practice Applying Theories to New Texts

● Group activities
● Whole class activities
● Usually picture books



Step 3
Analysis & Writing

● Students choose a text from approved list to analyze
○ Primarily children’s books
○ All are texts that we are familiar with
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Results & Reflections

● WOW!
● Amazing insights from 8th grade students
● Excitement for literature and the English Studies

● This unit, while challenging, is beneficial to do at the beginning of the year
● Scaffolding is a DEFINITE MUST
● Workshop Model is ideal for conferencing



Questions?
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