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Who We Are

Jeanne Deichmueller

Studied Elementary Education at Purdue
University at the Calumet Campus

This is my sixth year teaching 8th grade
Language Arts at Yorkville Middle School
Completed clinicals at various schools in
Northwest Indiana and student teaching at
Nathan Hale Elementary School

Endorsed to teach language arts, social
studies and math at the middle school
level

Meghan Kerr

Studied English Education at ISU

Taught 8th grade Language Arts for nine
years at Yorkville Middle School
Completed all clinicals and year-long
student teaching at University High School
Currently - Teacher on Special Assignment
(TOSA) in Yorkville CUSD #115



Background of Advanced LA at YMS

e Started as separate Advanced Reading & Advanced Writing
Informally blocked the classes with co-teacher
Morphed into a Language Arts block in 2013-2014 school year

o 84 minutes, every day
o 75 students per teacher

e Students are placed based
on MAP scores,
teacher recommendation,
and personal choice.




Why Lit Crit?

Common Core Shifts for
English Language Arts/Literacy

e Wanted to add an element of challenge
for the 8th graders

e Was a favorite topic of the teachers

e Prepare students for high school and
beyond

3. Building knowled
content-rich non

The Common Core Shifts at a Glance, achievethecore.org



The PIOCEeSS Unit Timeline - Roughly four weeks

Inductive

Learning

Whole Group . . Student Choice
Common Text Appllcatlon Analysis/Evaluation
Discussion Writing Focused

Naming of Theories
Multiple Text
Examples



e Whole class watches a common text
e Uses guided notes to “annotate” while watching

e |
Rank the following characters according to social class/status. (1=High— 10=Low)

___Hyenas Timon ____ Scar
__ Simba Nala _ Pumbaa
__Zazu Rafiki

S t e 1 ___ Mufasa ___ Sarabi (Simba's Mother)
p CHARACTERISITICS OF THE HIGH CLASS CHARACTERISTICS OF THE LOW CLASS

Inductive Learning

Question the Text: Think about what is happening below the surface of a cute-cartoon movie. As you
look over your notes, pose two discussion questions about the characters, plot or producers etc.
(Refer to the ‘creating good questions’ notes based on Webb's Depth of Knowledge.)

Video Clip



https://youtu.be/-8wgXRNYcPM
https://youtu.be/-8wgXRNYcPM

Step 1

Inductive Learning

“What did you notice?”

NI NI NI NI NI N

Students then discuss the
patterns, themes, or ideas that
they notice across the notes
and movie.

These observations are put
around the room to validate
and show commonalities.

Commuorn. ObServations

|

Where Scar lives
LS alwaﬂs dark.
The female lons
don't seem to do
nuche.

The h{jmas are
hﬁleg Scar orLJﬂ
beCause Jcheﬂ are
ahoays at the
bottom and want
to be UL a better
Place

Simba. LS reallﬂ
concerned about
how he looks to
his dad.



Introduction of Literary Theory

e Give background info

e Examples all tie back to The Lion King

e Always go back to guided notes and
previous class discussion

Step 2

Application

Theories Covered

Deconstruction
Archﬂbdpa.l
Psgchoanalﬂsts

Maryist
Gender

Moral



Practice Applying Theories to New Texts

The Right to Read

2 book that »

e (Group activities
e Whole class activities
e Usually picture books

The Absolutely True Diary of aPart Time Indian,
Sherman Al

| =
| LA™

" STORY AND PICTURES BY MAURICE SENDRK

Step 2

Application



e Students choose a text from approved list to analyze
o  Primarily children’s books
o  All are texts that we are familiar with

t. Gample Outling . JOKeT’s the villain/ahtagonist

- [Vlode| Analysis . TdBGIBEYE chaos and poler
Introd

a. HookfAttention Grabber
b. Introductory TranSition

CUIOUSTY
C. Thesis: “Warher Brothers’ |

S plan killing a Sangbanger or enemys

I Bow peragrach BRESCHIGOOMIEREETENCES

a. Withesses parents’ death
Calises hi 0 2h8eahce ) liFg T ik 2 ( - . .
. Event Calses him t0 take vengeance on oW |ife thugs ike the o . Trying to find olt WhO is Uhder the mask

that tOOK the (ives oF his parents [lay GF aVEnEing parents deaths) . Batman

. oy e
cnenenc e pcer | e — Analysis & Writing
b. ‘BrLr_:E asav_nl_l_ng bo ; _hun\-ireds OF bats Swarmed him ii. il 5 liFe atthe end—Canhhot bring himselF w0 Kill him
EEBESRIENE iii. Batmah being blamed £Or all OF GOtham’s hardshins-becoming the
Embrace. dﬂ k hero
‘Batman anhd JOKET'S Télationship
a. Both Could hever kill the other
quote- Jok
SeIf righteousness
Dir > says T WOt kill YOu becalse YOu are just to0 much
Fun. I think ¥ou and I are destined to do this Forever.
Conclusion
3. Restatethesis
b. Analysis
Complete each Oty
ii. (Chilafio0d BRpETIENces shaping their |ives.
iii. Mot being afraid OF Standing Up For what they belisve

ii. fcarsinflicted by himSelf Out OF Sympathy FOT Wife
iii. Lies about 0 that ho Ohé KNOWS WheTe he Came From or
anything about his past.
b. Mo ErlEdentity
i. Joker arrested, police Cahhor find any inFormation on his

h he doesh™t Waht to khow his

iii. Mo trise igentity-he Can be what he wants |ike a Joker
IV.  Batman the dark hero/protagonist

hhOICEY {bat mObile, bat Cavel
2Rt against Crime (City property,
|| road violations
C. §een asa menace to Gotham City by its Citizens




Results & Reflections

o WOWI
e Amazing insights from 8th grade students
e Excitement for literature and the English Studies

e This unit, while challenging, is beneficial to do at the beginning of the year
e Scaffolding is a DEFINITE MUST
e Workshop Model is ideal for conferencing



Questions?
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