Empowering Students Through
Culturally Responsive Pedagogy

AngelaNina Escanilla
Unity Junior High School, Cicero, IL
aescanilla@cicd99.edu

“All instruction is culturally responsive. The question is: to which
culture is it currently oriented?” - Gloria Ladson-Billings




o Summer Help Inclusion Aide

Helping Hand Center, Countryside
o Teaching Assistant

Unity Junior High School, Cicero
o 7th Grade ELA & 8th Grade Humanities

Cross Country & Track coach
Cat mom

Avid reader, hiker, runner




What lt s

- Student-centered approach to teaching where students’ customs, characteristics, experiences,
and perspectives are identified and nurtured to promote student achievement.

- Itis about building the learning capacity of the individual student
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https://minds-in-bloom.com/back-to-school-snowball-fig/
https://sites.lsa.umich.edu/inclusive-teaching/wp-content/uploads/sites/853/2021/12/Social-Identity-Wheel.pdf

Teacher “Moves”
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Gamify It

> (Creative Writing - Round Robin, turn memes into stories

> Grammar - Label lego blocks with prefixes, suffixes, and root words
> Vocabulary - matching game

Make learning contextual
> History - find parallels between past and present
> ELA (write a proposal to the school board)

Story Time - Dr. Seuss - Yertle the Turtle, WWII propaganda
Use various media (photographs, videos, poetry, art, songs)

Allow student input on projects & novels




Choose a variety of texts
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O pti on 1: Create a book trailer of To Kill a Mockingbird.

Make sure to include the author, title, and basic

B 00 k Tra I le r introduction of the setting and characters, hints of the
conflict(s)/and theme(s), but NO SPOILERS.

Start with a HOOK, use COMPELLING IMAGES, SET A
TONE, and don’t forget by ending with a CALL TO
ACTION - why should the readers go out and get this
book.

Use images you find online, draw your own, or even take
pictures or videos to use.

The best trailers may be used to introduce the book to
students in the future!




Option 2:

Media Campaign

- - -

Free Tom Robinson Campaign

Imagine that Tom Robinson is alive and in

prison. Create a media campaign to fight
for his freedom.

Choose TWO from the list below to
convince leaders and/or the public that
justice must be served.

Media
(at least 2)

J Speech
4 Radio spot
Jd TV spot
J Artwork

J Article

4 Flyer

- Poster

- Protest sign

J Website

J Social media post
J T-shirt or button
- Other:




Option 3:
Interview with a
Character or Characters
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SHOW,

Imagine if this story had occurred in
modern times.

The Finch family and company would be
featured on SO many morning and night
shows

Your task: create a script of an interview
with one or more characters. Ask them
about pivotal moments in the novel. How
did they feel? How do they feel now?

Make sure to consider when they are being
interviewed - right after? As an adult?

Have your group dress up and record the
interview as if it were an actual show.




The Impact

e Strengthens students’ sense of belonging and identity

e Promotes equity & inclusivity in the classroom
e Increases student engagement
e Learning is more meaningful & memorable

Empowers students to be critical thinkers




Resources
“Snowball” Fight

Social Identity Wheel

Contact Information:

AngelaNina Escanilla
Unity Junior High School, Cicero
aescanilla@cicd99.edu

Foreword by YVetle Jackson

Culturally Responsive Teaching

&THE BRAIN

Promoting Authentic Engagement and Rigor
Among Culturally and Linguistically Diverse Students

Laretta Hammond



https://minds-in-bloom.com/back-to-school-snowball-fig/
https://sites.lsa.umich.edu/inclusive-teaching/wp-content/uploads/sites/853/2021/12/Social-Identity-Wheel.pdf

