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Definition Argument Exercise One – Courage

Read the following scenario and answer the questions.

	Scenario #1

A terrible fire breaks out in a five story office building. The local fire department responds and everyone evacuates. In spite of their efforts, the fire gets worse, filling the upper floors with deadly smoke.  Suddenly, they see an office worker in the sealed window on the fourth floor, panicked and frightened. Their ladders cannot reach the fourth floor, and the firefighters cannot get to her.  Flames billow from the broken windows on the fifth floor. Sam, an experienced firefighter, bolts for the building, entering and going into the smokey staircase to attempt to reach the fourth floor. Minutes tick by and the woman is clearly struggling at the window. Suddenly, there is a roar and the roof collapses, killing both Sam and the office worker.



To what degree is Sam, the firefighter, foolish or reckless in his decision to enter the building? How?



Do you consider Sam to be courageous or brave? Why or why not?




	Scenario #2

Tremaine is serving in his third tour of duty in Afghanistan. As an experienced soldier and medic, Tremaine has seen his share of battles and close calls.  His commander calls the unit together, explaining that they will insert in a particularly dangerous area to rescue an American soldier who is injured, but largely surrounded by the enemy. The commander puts together a battle plan in which Tremaine and Saul will enter, move through enemy territory to the American soldier, and prepare him to be moved.  Other soldiers will attempt to create a perimeter or safe zone around them, so Tremaine and his buddy can reach, treat the injured soldier, and extract him.  The soldiers board a helicopter, arrive at the insertion point, and go in. Tremaine and Saul reach the American soldier, but as they are assessing his condition, sniper fire breaks out. Tremaine dives on top of the injured soldier.  The injured soldier lives, but Tremaine dies from the bullet wounds.




Is Tremaine courageous to go on this dangerous mission?  Is he courageous when he dives on top of his patient? Which is the MORE courageous choice? Why?




What if the company commander had not ordered his unit to go, but asked for volunteers to rescue this soldier?  How does that change your thinking and why?





What if the injured soldier had disobeyed orders, and should not have been injured and surrounded by the enemy in the first place?  Does that change your thinking? Why or why not?





What if Tremaine knew the injured soldier. What if the injured soldier was Tremaine’s best friend?  Cousin?  How does that change your calculation?  How brave is Tremaine under these circumstances?






	Scenario #3

Mariam, a mother of three young children, is at the beach on a beautiful day.  The lake waves are high but the flag is only “yellow,” not “red.”  She sets up towels, an umbrella, and snacks while the three kids play in the sand. The children venture into the water together, as she instructs, and they stay close to shore – only knee deep – enjoying the water on a warm day.  Mariam sets out sandwiches for them and towels to dry off.  Suddenly, she hears screaming and realizes one of the children has disappeared in the water.  People are yelling “Rip current!” She runs to the water and jumps in to find her missing daughter. Despite being unable to swim well, she goes into the waves until the water is at her shoulders and she is pulled away from the beach.*  She cannot find her daughter.  Mariam, exhausted by the rip current, tries to get back to shore but fails.  She and her daughter perish.



Is Mariam courageous to enter the water to find her daughter?  Why or why not?






In the scenario above, Mariam could swim, but not well. What if you learn that Mariam had a terrible phobia about the water?  Does that change your thinking?






What additional or different fact can you think of that would make you see Mariam as less courageous? Why so?


*If you are ever caught in a rip current, do not fight it, but swim parallel to the shore.

	Scenario #4

Karina, 20 years old, is walking home from work on a beautiful day around 5 PM.  She normally walks down Biesterfield Road, a pretty busy four lane road where cars often hit 40 miles per hour.  As she approaches some condos, a small child brushes past her and runs directly into the busy street. Karina, without thinking, turns and races after him to save him.  Just as she grabs the boy and lifts him in the air, a car hits her.  The small boy has scrapes and bruises, but is otherwise uninjured. Karina, sadly, loses her life.



Is Karina courageous?  Why or why not?




What facts make this a courageous act (or not), in your opinion?



Is Karina just reckless or impulsive, instead of courageous?  Why or why not?

FINAL QUESTION:  Out of these four scenarios, argue who is MOST courageous and why. Write a full paragraph answer.












