AP Lang 2024  
Open Argument

The Definition Argument Essay

Target:  Students will use argumentative moves to construct an argument defining an abstract concept.

Topic
Abstract terms such as justice, freedom, and truth are difficult to define. Before we can define them, we must develop standards – criteria – to judge whether an action or event meets a definition of justice or courage, or other term. When we take the time to explore and decide how to determine what this term means, we have a much deeper understanding of the complexity of the ideas and a much more nuanced understanding of it.

Prompt & Directions
The terms justice, achievement, freedom, truth, community, leadership, and wisdom are used frequently in our society by its greatest thinkers and most prominent writers and leaders; yet, we often do not explore what these abstract concepts mean specifically for us.  Understanding these values will help us better judge arguments, programs, or proposals designed to promote these values. Understanding these values helps us as individuals reach these goals in our personal and professional lives.
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Choose one of the following abstract values: justice, achievement, freedom, truth, community, leadership, or wisdom. Create YOUR OWN definition of this term and ARGUE in favor of this definition by using FOUR of the following argumentative moves in your paper (labeling them in your paper–see directions below):

Use four of these argumentative moves:
· Reference to historical events (allusion)
· Anticipating objections from your readers about your own argument (concession)
· Redefining a subconcept or word (other than your abstract topic above)
· Drawing similarities or contrasts between events or situations (current or past)
· Acknowledging the strengths of the argument on the other side
· Pointing out weaknesses of the argument on the other side (counterargument)
· Using metaphors to compare/contrast two actions, situations, or events
· Parallel structure to show comparison or effect
· Connections through anecdote (compelling personal story)	Comment by Alissa Prendergast: Matt suggested this -- do we want to add?	Comment by Rita Thompson: Sure.	Comment by Kristen Lesniak: 👍

Create your definition of the term by deciding on, and discussing the CRITERIA – the standards or characteristics – you will use to judge whether or not a person or situation meets your definition. (The dictionary definition is of no help to you and using it or quoting it will result in fewer points.) 


Your THESIS/CLAIM should begin with the following:
· ______ (concept) is best defined as ____________________ . (use YOUR criteria here)
OR
· While _____ (concept) is often defined as _________,  (continue with YOUR ideas/criteria).
	Important:  You cannot argue that the definition depends on “who you are” or that it is ever changing and cannot be defined.  That side-steps and avoids the difficult thinking task of analysis. Your grade will reflect that you avoided the actual assignment.



Organize your paper (your body paragraphs) by standard/criterion/characteristic. You should have at least TWO criteria:
	– Intro with thesis
	– Criteria #1
	– Criteria #2
	– Conclusion

	Use THIRD PERSON pronouns throughout your essay:  they, he, she, them, her, his.
Do not use first (I, me, my, we, us) or second (you, your).



Citing Sources: If you use anyone’s words other than your own, you must use quotation marks, an internal cite in your paper (Thompson 12), and create a works cited page at the end of your paper listing the full MLA citation. 

	Warning: Do not quote, cite, or copy the dictionary definition – even with an MLA citation – this will hurt you. We cannot emphasize this enough. The entire point of this is to show you the limitations of a general definition. Double yikes. (Note the deliberate switch of tone.)

Do not Google your topic – at best, you will be further confused. At worst, you will end up committing plagiarism.  Find your teacher and schedule a time to TALK about the topic, even if your paper ends up late.



Draft in Google docs (one inch margins, double spaced, Times Roman, 12 pt type), share it with editing rights with your teacher, and be prepared to submit to Turnitin.com. [image: ]
	
            Label your Argumentative Moves – Please put the sentence(s) of            
            your moves  in bold, with  a label in parentheses like this:

Some may contend that achievement rests entirely on things that can be measured, such as grades or income (opposing argument).



Here’s a little help getting started:

Justice is a condition that is a result of people or organization’s actions.
Just describes a noun. You can have a just person, a just leader, a just society, a just punishment, a just reward, a just criminal system. The opposite is injustice, and the describer is unjust.

Achievement is a result.  It happens as a consequence of a person’s or organization’s actions.
Achieve is a verb, an action.  You can have political achievements, academic achievements, emotional achievements, national or international achievements, historical achievements, scientific achievements. The opposite is failure.

Freedom is a condition that allows people or organizations to act. It may be a consequence or or caused by some circumstances or actions, but it is often described as a necessary condition – something you must have – in order to do or live a certain way.  You can have moral freedom, physical freedom, political freedom, intellectual freedom, artistic freedom, emotional freedom. The opposite is restraint or limitation.

Truth is a judgment, a conclusion, a finding, especially a final piece of knowledge. Truthful or true describes people or statements that meet a standard. Truthfulness means the amount of truth. You could have true history, true judgments, truthful people, truthfulness in justice systems, true records, truthful leaders, a national truth. The opposite is falsity or dishonesty.

Community is a condition that arises within a group of people.  Communal describes the group.  You could have communal celebrations, communal values, communal neighborhoods, communal governing boards, communal schools, communal regions.  The opposite is estrangement or separateness.

Leadership is a condition that applies to people or organizations.  It is a result of certain actions or decisions. Leading or chief would be the describer. You could have a leading business owner, a leading expert, a chief prosecutor, a leading social influencer. The opposite is followership.

Wisdom is a condition that applies to people or organizations. It is the result of actions, decisions, or situations.  Wise is the describer.  You can have wise people, wise leaders, wise corporations, wise legislators, wise parents. The opposite is foolishness.
image2.png




image3.png




