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How to Use this Guide:

This guide is an intensive training program in rhetorical analysis.  Here we have compiled numerous excerpts of texts for you to analyze. You will be asked to identify the techniques and strategies, but more importantly, to evaluate the impact of those strategies on the argument.

Good writers do not use rhetorical strategies to decorate their writing; they use them to strengthen their arguments.  Rhetorical strategies are not the wallpaper; they are the support beams of the building. (That’s an example of metaphor, by the way.)

“Nothing comes from nothing,” Shakespeare wrote.  You can choose to do nothing with these examples, and you will probably learn nothing.  If you dig deep, you will be a more discerning reader and a more confident writer.





Strategy: Extended Metaphor
Text: “Driving a Car is the Perfect Metaphor” by Brad Larsen (edited)

Skill Dive: An extended metaphor is when the writer makes a comparison of two things over several paragraphs, a chapter, or even the entire book. The extended metaphor differs from a regular metaphor in that the writer draws many parallels between the two concepts, not just one. Notice words that fall within a theme – the sea, light, school, or the family, for example. Sometimes the comparison is obvious (as with the text below); sometimes the comparison is more subtle. The skill of noticing an extended metaphor is dependent on the reader noticing the repeated images of that motif (sea, light, school, etc.) that appear over a longer text. The next skill is finding the multiple parallels between the two and determining how that comparison deepens our understanding of the writer’s argument.

Next to explaining the concept of “love,” explaining the concept of “success” is almost as daunting. Success has been written about, preached about and sought after by millions throughout history. Much like love, success is relative, and everyone may define it a little differently. It is difficult to find that one strategy or idea that will inspire everyone. For me, one of the easiest ways to think of success is comparing it to driving a car.
 . . . You start with the anticipation of learning to drive (or becoming successful). You start to think about all the wonderful things you can do and see when you can drive. You see others driving, therefore you know if it is possible for someone else, it is absolutely possible for you . . . Then, you must learn the rules of the road, stay on course, keep your focus and you should reach your destination successfully. It sounds easy enough, doesn’t it? I still remember my driver’s education instructor helping me understand the most important nuances of driving. The same two simple instructions continue to help me stay on course and reach my goals in my personal and professional life as well. Here they are:
1. Mostly, look ahead out of the front windshield: I clearly remember my driving instructor telling me, “Your car will follow your eyes. Wherever you look the car will go. So, always place your vision on where you want to go, rather than where you don’t want to go.” Nevertheless, I would find myself looking at the cars next to me, behind me, the lines on the road and the shoulder of the road to make sure I was staying in the middle of the lane and clear of everyone . . . Invariably, I would meander from side to side like a drunken sailor. Finally, the instructor told me to pull over and stop the car. As calmly as he possibly could, he reminded me,” Just focus on where you want to go, not where you’re afraid you could end up, where you have been or who is creeping up beside you. Spend most of your time looking forward out of the front windshield!”
2. Occasionally, check your mirrors for a different perspective: Later, that same day while driving down the freeway, he told me that it was important to occasionally do a quick check behind and beside you so you will be able to navigate around any possible upcoming obstacles. He also reminded me to not spend too much time looking in the mirrors or I could miss what is right in front of me and could have an accident. So, what does all of this have to do with success?
• Spend most of your time focusing forward, at where you want to go and success will follow.
• Don’t spend a lot of time looking back remembering what you did wrong, what you could have done better or who is gaining on you.
• If you look back too long you could crash and never reach your destination.
• Occasionally, look back to remind yourself where you’ve been, the successes you’ve had, those who have assisted you and how far you have come.

1. What are the two things or concepts being compared in the above text?



2. What qualities do these things have in common? How are they different?



3. How does this comparison build the writer’s argument?



Your Turn:
Write a paragraph that inspires freshman students at your school to try different activities by comparing the experience to traveling on vacation OR comparing the experience to going to a fantastic new restaurant. Do NOT use “like” or “as.” Simply, drop references to the comparison throughout your paragraph.






Strategy: Extended Metaphor
Text: Great Gatsby by Fitzgerald

Background 
In this scene, Gatsby finally meets Daisy, his great love, after five years.

But there was a change in Gatsby that was simply confounding. He literally glowed; without a word or a gesture of exultation a new well-being radiated from him and filled the little room.
	“Oh, hello old sport,” he said, as if he hadn’t seen me for years. I thought for a moment he was going to shake hands.
	“It’s stopped raining.”
	“Has it?” When he realized what I was talking about, that there were twinkle bells of sunshine in the room, he smiled like a weatherman, like an ecstatic patron of recurrent light, and repeated the news to Daisy. “What do you think of that? It’s stopped raining.”
	“I’m glad, Jay.” Her throat, full of aching, grieving beauty, told only of her unexpected joy.
	“I want you and Daisy to come over to my house,” he said, “I’d like to show her around.”
	“You’re sure you want me to come?”
	“Absolutely, old sport.
	Daisy went upstairs to wash her face—too late I thought with humiliation of my towels—while Gatsby and I waited on the lawn.
	“My house looks well, doesn’t it?” he demanded. “See how the whole front of it catches the light.”


1. Find all the references to light. How does the writer build an extended metaphor using light? What does light represent?






2.  Find all the references to weather. How do the references to weather help us understand the characters and the moment?




You Try
The scene above is incomplete. Write the next two lines yourself. Imagine Daisy returns downstairs. Give her a line of dialogue and a line of description that references one of the metaphors mentioned above. (Don’t copy Fitzgerald’s lines—write your own using those metaphors.)





Strategy: Extended Metaphor
Text: “I Have a Dream” by Martin Luther King, Jr. (excerpt)

Background 
In his iconic speech in front of the Lincoln Memorial in August of 1963, King uses several metaphors. In this excerpt, identify the metaphor and how he builds it.

In a sense we've come to our nation's capital to cash a check. When the architects of our republic wrote the magnificent words of the Constitution and the Declaration of Independence, they were signing a promissory note to which every American was to fall heir. This note was a promise that all men, yes, black men as well as white men, would be guaranteed the "unalienable Rights" of "Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness." It is obvious today that America has defaulted on this promissory note, insofar as her citizens of color are concerned. Instead of honoring this sacred obligation, America has given the Negro people a bad check, a check which has come back marked "insufficient funds."
But we refuse to believe that the bank of justice is bankrupt. We refuse to believe that there are insufficient funds in the great vaults of opportunity of this nation. And so, we've come to cash this check, a check that will give us upon demand the riches of freedom and the security of justice.
1.  What extended metaphor is used? What two things are being compared?




2. List all the words and phrases referencing this metaphor. If you don’t know a word, look it up.





3. How does this metaphor build King’s argument?




Your Turn

Using the same metaphor, write a short paragraph (five sentences) discussing being a student at this school.





Strategy: Extended Metaphor
Text: “To the Harbormaster” by Frank O’Hara

Background
American Poet Frank O’Hara grew up near the water in Massachusetts and later served in the Navy during World War II.  Here he paints a picture using an extended metaphor of the narrator trying to return to his love. Look up any unknown words.

I wanted to be sure to reach you;
Though my ship was on the way it got caught 
In some moorings. I am always tying up
And then deciding to depart. In storms and
At sunset, with the metallic coils of the tide
Around my fathomless arms, I am unable
To understand the forms of my vanity
Or I am hard alee with my Polish rudder
In my hand and the sun sinking. To
You I offer my hull and the tattered cordage
of my will.  The terrible channels where 
the wind drives me against the brown lips
of the reeds are not all behind me. Yet
I trust the sanity of my vessel; and
If it sinks, it may well be in answer
To the reasoning of the eternal voices,
The waves which have kept me from reaching you.


1. Circle all the words and phrases that evoke the sea and sailing above.


2. How does this comparison deepen the reader’s understanding of the narrator’s emotions and struggles?  Write at least five sentences.







Strategy: Extended Metaphor
Text:	Psalm 23, Old Testament

Background
A psalm is a sacred song, often used by those of the Christian and Jewish faiths for personal prayer, meditation, and religious services. This famous psalm is from the Book of Psalms in the Old Testament of the Bible and is generally attributed to King David, who spent his boyhood as a shepherd. This psalm could be as old as one thousand years bce.


The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not want;
    he makes me lie down in green pastures.
He leads me beside still waters; 
    he restores my soul. 
He leads me in paths of righteousness
    for his name’s sake.
Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death 
    I fear no evil;
for thou art with me;
    thy rod and thy staff,
    they comfort me.
Thou preparest a table before me
    in the presence of my enemies;
thou anointest my head with oil,
    my cup overflows.
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me
    all the days of my life;
and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD
    forever.

1. Explain the two extended metaphors here. Where do we see references that build these metaphors (annotate words and phrases above)?




2.  What is David arguing here? How do the metaphors build his argument? 




Your turn
Think of someone important to you. Create a metaphor to describe the role and significance of this relationship for you.

______________ is my _________________.

Now continue your description by writing two sentences using references to your metaphor – think of details or words that evoke that image:

Strategy: Extended Metaphor
Text: Just Mercy by Bryan Stevenson

Background
Stevenson runs into an older black woman in the back of the courtroom after some hearings for people who had been sentenced to life in prison when they were children. The woman’s son was murdered a decade prior. Bryan recounts his conversation with the woman, who he finds out has no connection to the prisoners whose cases are before the judge. She simply came anyway.

“All these young children being sent to prison forever, all this grief and violence. Those judges throwing people away like they’re not even human, people shoot each other, hurting each other like they don’t care. It’s a lot of pain. I decided that I was supposed to be here to catch some of the stones people cast at each other.”

I chuckled when she said it. It reminded me of a talk I had given at a church meeting during the McMillian hearings. There were a few people in the African American community who withheld support of Walter, not because they thought he was guilty but because he had had an extramarital affair and wasn’t active in the church. At the church meeting, I spoke mostly about Walter’s case, but I also reminded people that when the woman accused of adultery was brought to Jesus, he told the accusers who wanted to stone her to death, “Let he who is without sin cast the first stone.” Accusers retreated, and Jesus forgave. But today, our self-righteousness, our fear, and our anger have caused us to hurl stones at the people who fall down, even when we know we should forgive or show compassion. I told the congregation that we can’t simply watch that happen. I told them we have to be stonecatchers.


1. Explain the metaphor of stone catching. 




2. How does the concept of “stone catching” build Stevenson’s argument?







Your Turn
Consider a serious problem in our society. Now consider a sport or activity with which you are familiar – a sport, an art, a talent, a performance. Create an extended metaphor by writing a short paragraph about that problem using the sport/activity as an extended metaphor. Do not use “like” or “as.” 



Strategy:	Contrast
Text:		Senator George Graham Vest, “Tribute to the Dog

Background
Senator Vest was a U.S. Senator from Missouri from 1879 to 1903 and a member of the Confederate Congress during the Civil War.  When he was a young lawyer, he represented a client who sued a neighbor who had killed his dog. He won the case not by discussing the charges or the evidence, but instead by talking about the loyal hearts of dogs.

Gentlemen of the jury:
	The best friend a man has in the world may turn against him and become his enemy.  His son or daughter that he has reared with loving care may prove ungrateful.  Those who are nearest and dearest to us, those who we trust with our happiness and our good name may become traitors to their faith. The money that a man has he may lose. It flies away from him, perhaps when he needs it most. A man’s reputation may be sacrificed in a moment of ill-considered action.  The people who are prone to fall on their knees to do us honor when success is with us may be the first to throw the stone of malice when failure settles its cloud upon our heads.
	The one absolutely unselfish friend that man can have in this selfish world, the one that never deserts him, the one that never proves ungrateful or treacherous is his dog.  A man’s dog stands by him in prosperity and in poverty, in health and in sickness.  He will sleep on the cold ground, where the wintry winds blow and the snow dives fiercely, if only he may be near his master’s side. He will kiss the hand that has no food to offer; he will lick the wounds and sores that come in encounter with the roughness of the world. He guards the sleep of his pauper master as if he were a prince.  When all other friends desert, he remains. When riches take wings, and reputation falls to pieces, he is as constant in his love as the sun in its journey through the heavens.
	If fortune drives the master forth an outcast in the world, friendless and homeless, the faithful dog asks no higher privilege than that of accompanying him, to guard him against danger, to fight against his enemies.  And when the last scene of all comes, and death takes his master in its embrace and his body is laid away in the cold ground, no matter if all other friends pursue their way, there by the graveside will the noble dog be found, his head between his paws, his eyes sad, but open in alert watchfulness, faithful and true even in death.	

1. How does Vest use contrast to build his argument?


2. Find examples of parallel structure. How does this build his argument?


3. In several places, Vest offers ideas in pairs. Find an example of this. What effect does this have on the listener?  How do these paired phrases build his argument?


You Try
Consider something you absolutely love – summer vacation, a holiday, or a favorite sport. Now think of its opposite.  Write a short paragraph where you begin by describing the opposite, then follow it with a description of your beloved time, holiday, or sport to convince the reader that your chosen time, holiday, or sport is superior to others.



Strategy:	Metaphor, Contrast
Text:		Roman Empress Theodora, “If You Wish to Save Yourself”

Background
In 532, Empress Theodora and her husband the Emperor Justinian were facing almost certain disaster. Rebels were on the verge of invading the city, and Theodora and Justinian expected to be killed. As the emperor and his court panicked and started to run for his ship to escape, the empress gave a speech that convinced the men to turn around and fight, ultimately leading to victory over the rebels.

My lords, the present occasion is too serious to allow me to follow the convention that a woman should not speak in a man’s council.  Those whose interests are threatened by extreme danger should think only the wisest court of action, not of conventions.

In my opinion, flight is not the right course, even if it should bring us to safety.  It is impossible for a person, having been born into this world, not to die; but for one who has reigned it is intolerable to be a fugitive.  May I never be deprived of this purple robe, and may I never see the day when those who meet me do not call me empress.

If you wish to save yourself, my lord, there is no difficulty. We are rich; over there is the sea, and yonder are the ships. Yet, reflect for a moment whether, when you have once escaped to a place of security, you would not gladly exchange such safety for death. As for me, I agree with the adage that the royal purple is the noblest shroud.



1. The empress also builds a powerful argument using contrast.  How does she use contrast to convince the men to choose death?






2. How does the empress use metaphor to build her argument? What is being compared and why is this comparison effective in changing the minds of the men?




Your Turn
Argue that we should stop eating lunch. Create a metaphor for a fork. What could the fork represent? What could it be compared to?




Strategy:	Personification
Text:		St. Francis, Sermon to the Birds

Background
Francis of Assisi was baptized in 1182, and as a young man left a military career to enter the church. He started a religious order, now known as the Franciscans, dedicated to poverty and spreading the Christian gospel. He was known as a superb preacher and a person deeply moved by the beauty of nature.

My little sisters, the birds, much bounded are yet unto God, your creator, and always in every place ought ye to praise him, for that he hath given you liberty to fly about everywhere, and hath also given you double and triple raiment; moreover he preserved your seed in the ark of Noah, that your race might not perish out of the world; still more are ye beholden to him for the element of the air which he hath appointed for you; beyond all this, ye sow not, neither do you reap; and God feedeth you, and giveth you the streams and fountains for your drink; the mountains and the valleys for your refuge and the high trees whereon to make your nests; and because he know now how to spin or sew, God clotheth you, you and your children; where your Creator loveth you much, seeing that he hath bestowed on you so many benefits; and therefore, my little sisters, beware of the sin of ingratitude, and study always to give praises unto God.


1.  Francis appears to be preaching to birds, attributing human characteristics to the birds. Give several examples where he has the birds do things that humans do.



2. How does his use of personification build his argument? Who is he trying to convince and what is his argument?



You Try
Argue that a house needs regular maintenance using personification.





Strategy:	Parallel Structure, Repetition
Text:		Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto, “We Shall Succeed”

Background

Benazir Bhutto, prime minister of Pakistan, spoke to a world conference of women in 1995.  

As the first woman elected to head an Islamic nation, I feel a special responsibility about issues that relate to women . . . To those who claim to speak for Islam but who would deny to women our place in society, I say:
The ethos of Islam is equality, equality between the sexes. There is no religion on earth that, in its writing and teachings, is more respectful of the role of women in society than Islam.
My presence here, as the elected woman prime minister of a great Muslim country, is testament to the commitment of Islam to the role of women in society.
It is this tradition of Islam that has empowered me, has strengthened me, has emboldened me.
It was this heritage that sustained me during the most difficult points in my life, for Islam forbids injustice: injustice against people, against nations, against women.
It denounces inequality as the gravest form of injustice.
It enjoins its followers to combat oppression and tyranny.
It enshrines piety as the sole criteria for judging humankind.
It shuns race, color, and gender as a basis of distinction amongst fellow men . . . .
Women became the victims of a culture of exclusion and male dominance.  Today more women than men suffer from poverty, deprivation, and discrimination. Half a billion women are illiterate. Seventy percent of the children who are denied elementary education are girls.
	The plight of women in developing countries is unspeakable.  Hunger, disease, and unremitting toil is their fate . . .
	But, my dear sisters, we have learned that democracy alone is not enough . . .
Delegates, sisters, the child who is starving has no human rights.
The girl who is illiterate has no future.
The woman who cannot plan her life, plan her family, plan a career, is fundamentally not free . . . 
	I dream of a Pakistan in which women contribute to their full potential. I am conscious of the struggle that lies ahead. But, with your help, we shall persevere. Allah willing, we shall succeed. 
 
	 
1.  Identify places in the speech where Bhutto uses parallel structure. What effect does this have on her argument and ideas?



2. Identify places where she repeats an idea or theme. What effect does this have on her argument?





Your Turn

--Write a short argument praising our science, math, and technology courses in our high school. Use several examples of parallel structure in your sentences.








--Take the following sentences and rewrite them in any order, repeating one key word (from the sentences below or a word you add) in a way that amplifies an important idea:  I was discouraged. I felt kind of hopeless. I was wondering when AP season would end. It felt like there was no end in sight. My grades tanked.







Strategies:	Imagery, Rhetorical Questions
Text:		Sojourner Truth, “Ain’t I a Woman?”

Background
Born a slave, Sojourner Truth was freed in 1827, and became a Christian evangelist. Truth was an illiterate mother of five who often spoke enthusiastically to people in the North about equality of the races and equality of the sexes.  In contrast to Douglass, Truth’s speech at the1851 Ohio Women’s Rights Convention is all the more powerful because of its appeal to common people.

Well, children, where there is so much racket there must be something out of kilter. I think that ‘twixt the Negroes of the South and the women at the North, all talking about rights, the white men will be in a fix pretty soon. But what’s all this here talking about?
That man over there says that women need to be helped into carriages, and lifted over ditches, and to have the best place everywhere. Nobody ever helps me into carriages, or over mud puddles, or gives me any best place! And ain’t I a woman? Look at me!  Look at my arm.  I have plowed and planted, and gathered into barns, and no man could head me! And I could get it—and bear the lash as well! And ain’t I a woman? I have borne thirteen children, and seen them most all sold off to slavery, and when I cried out with my mother’s grief, none but Jesus heard me! And ain’t I a woman?
Then they talk about this thing in the head; what’s this they call it? Intellect. That’s it, honey. What’s that got to do with women’s rights or Negro’s rights? If my cup won’t hold but a pint, and yours hold a quart, wouldn’t you be mean not to let me have my little half-measure full?
Then that little man in black there, he says women can’t have as much rights as men, ‘cause Christ wasn’t a woman! Where did your Christ come from? From God and a woman! Man had nothing to do with him.
If the first woman God ever made was strong enough to turn the world upside down all alone, these women together ought to be able to turn it back, and get it right side up again! And now they is asking to do it, the men better let them. 
Obliged to you for hearing me, and now old Sojourner ain’t got nothing more to say.


1. Examine the start of the speech for amplification (imagery that begins soft or weak, but builds in intensity). How does this build her argument?



2. Sojourner Truth is arguing for the rights of black women to a convention interested in the rights of white women.  How does she use repetition and rhetorical questions to build her argument? 



Your Turn

Argue in favor of free and expanded summer school that includes all kinds of electives and technical education. Use amplification and rhetorical questions to build your argument.






Strategies:	Linking sentences, Paired Ideas, Parallel Structure, Alliteration
Text:		John F. Kennedy, “In Praise of Robert Frost”

Background
Robert Frost, the celebrated American poet, died in January of 1963. Kennedy spoke at Amherst College in October 1963 at a memorial for Frost. He would be assassinated just a month later.

A nation reveals itself not only by the men it produces but also by the men it honors, the men it remembers.
In America our heroes have customarily run to men of large accomplishment. But today this college and country honors a man whose contribution was not to our size but to our spirit; not to our political beliefs but to our insight; not to our self-esteem but to our self-comprehension.
In honoring Robert Frost, we therefore can pay honor to the deepest sources of our national strength. That strength takes many forms, and the most obvious forms are not always the most significant . . . 
“I have been,” he wrote, “one acquainted with the night.”
And because he knew the midnight as well as the high noon, because he understood the ordeal as well as the triumph of the human spirit, he gave his age strength with which to overcome despair.
When power leads man toward arrogance, poetry reminds him of his limitations. When power narrows the areas of man’s concern, poetry reminds him of the richness and diversity of his existence. When power corrupts, poetry cleanses . . . 
I look forward to a great future for America—a future in which our country will match its military strength with our moral restraint, its wealth with our wisdom, its power with our purpose.
I look forward to an America which will not be afraid of grace and beauty, which will protect the beauty of our national environment, which will preserve the great old American houses and squares and parks of our national past, and which will build handsome and balanced cities for our future.
I look forward to an America which will reward achievement in the arts as we reward achievement in business or statecraft.
I look forward to an America which will steadily raise the standards of artistic accomplishment and which will steadily enlarge cultural opportunities for all our citizens.
And I look forward to an America which commands respect throughout the world not only for its strength but for its civilization as well.
And I look forward to a world which will be safe not only for democracy and diversity but also for personal distinction . . . 

1.  Find examples where Kennedy ends one sentence and begins the next with the same word, phrase, or image.


2.  Find examples where Kennedy pairs ideas or phrases. What effect does this have on his argument?


3. Look at the section with the repetition of “I look forward to an America which . . .”  Why repeat this phrase? What does this accomplish rhetorically? What effect does it have on the argument?




Your Turn
Consider these lines: “When power leads man toward arrogance, poetry reminds him of his limitations. When power narrows the areas of man’s concern, poetry reminds him of the richness and diversity of his existence. When power corrupts, poetry cleanses.”

Now think of two nouns which are opposite concepts and create a series of short sentences using the same sentence structure of When (noun) (verb), (noun) (verb). Bonus: choose two nouns that start with the same sound (power, poetry).
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