EAP Lang							Name ______________________ Per ___
Implications, Tensions, Complexities Exercises
	Learning Target: I can analyze an issue or controversy by identifying and discussing the implications of ideas, the tensions between competing forces, and acknowledging the complexity of issues.



Part One: Identifying the Values in a Controversy
Consider the controversy surrounding energy policy in the U.S. We need more energy than ever before to power more houses, buildings, cars, and manufacturing. We also know that our choices impact the environment in devastating ways; climate change is fueling extreme weather from California to Massachusetts to Florida.

Circle the values that you think might drive people’s opinions and views on energy policy:

	freedom
	safety/security
	responsibility
	progress

	community
	protection
	knowledge
	leadership

	autonomy
	harmony
	stability
	wealth
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Now consider a proposal to establish a geothermal energy plant a mile from your home. A geothermal plant uses holes as much as two miles deep to generate steam or hot water which then drives turbines which create electricity.  The energy generated from the plant will lower your cost of electricity without using fossil fuels. The plant, however, will be extremely expensive, noisy, can release greenhouse gases trapped in the earth, and can trigger earthquakes. There are some concerns about the building of the plant, specifically the drilling of the holes. Geothermal energy does not rely on fuel and is considered sustainable and renewable.

Benefits: What are the potential benefits? Who benefits and to what extent?





Burdens: What are the potential burdens? Who might be faced with those burdens?  Who shoulders the cost of dealing with the burdens?






Which values (above) link to the benefits and burdens you listed?  (For example, if a burden is that taxes will be higher, that might impact wealth or frugality. If a benefit is that there will be less pollution, that might link to the value of responsibility or community.) Write the values next to each benefit and burden above.


Part Two: Finding the Points of Tension [image: ]

Like a tug-of-war context, competing values sometimes make it seem like if you go in one direction, you get less of something else.
This clearly applies when you have two alternatives – peace or war, wealth or poverty.  Each time you think of a strong reason or evidence, that is like a tug on the rope in one direction.  However, some controversies have multiple competing values.  You could have a three-way tug of war or a four-way tug of war.

Consider our idea to build a geothermal energy plant close to your home.  

A homeowner in the area might want ______________________, but be concerned about ________________.
The local government (mayor, town council) might want ______________________, but be concerned about __________________.
The energy company might want ______________________________, but be concerned about _____________________.



Part Three: Exploring Implications and Complexities
Implication means what is implied from the facts or what is hinted. (Opposite would be direct evidence.)
Consequence means what will or might directly result from this event or action. (Opposite would be origin or cause.)
Ramification means negative result or consequence that come from an event or action. (Opposite is root or origin.)
Complexity, here, refers to the revealing the interconnectedness of these competing values or outcomes. (Opposite would be simplicity.)

Consider our geothermal energy plant proposal. Assume the plant is built and is functioning.

–What happens or could happen next in the timeline?  What are the logical or anticipated consequences?



–Who might be affected, positively or negatively?



–Are there potential short-term outcomes versus long-term outcomes?  



–Consider anyone who might be negatively affected. Do they have any legal power or financial leverage in this situation?  Who could advocate on their behalf?   



–Who stands to benefit the most from building the plant?



–Consider what the situation might look like thirty years in the future, perhaps one hundred years in the future.  What are the advantages and disadvantages of having the plant at those points?




Part Four:  Avoiding the Fence, Yet Adding Complexity
When you are writing for AP Lang, you do not want to argue both sides of an issue.  While you can acknowledge the opposing viewpoint or argument, you need to be persuasive about one side. The exercises above were designed to help you consider on a deeper level some of the implications of taking a side.

If this plant were proposed for your neighborhood, would you be in favor or against it? ______________

Below, write three reasons you have for your position, then add a potential problem with that reason – why might someone NOT be persuaded by that reason. Notice the potential problem has to be connected to the reason.
	Example reason:  A geothermal plant would be a great selling point for the neighborhood – people would want to move here because we have such a sustainable energy source.
	Example potential problem with this reason:  While some people might be attracted to the environmental sustainability of it, others might be concerned about the look of it and wonder about what the emissions contain. Some buyers might want to move into this neighborhood, but others would avoid it because of the plant.

	1st Reason:



	Potential problems or issues with this reason:





	2nd Reason:
	Potential problems or issues with this reason:





	3rd Reason:
	Potential problems or issues with this reason:








Part Five:  Wording and Sentence Structure

Put the most important, most persuasive comment in the MAIN CLAUSE. 
Put the less persuasive comment in the DEPENDENT CLAUSE, starting with a powerful signal word such as though, even though, although, despite, in spite of, if, unless, while.
You can also signal using some/most or few/most (number) or signal in terms of time using initially/over time.

Write two sentences where you take a potential problem and put it in the dependent clause.
Example:
 Although some people will avoid moving to this neighborhood because of the proximity to the plant, most people will want to move to this neighborhood because of its sustainable energy and futuristic design.

1.



2.


Now, write a sentence where you create two main clauses linked by a comma plus the FANBOYS using initially/over time.  Example: Initially some people may avoid moving to this neighborhood because of ____, but over time the plant will be seen as a valued resource.
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