C

@ EAST AURORA

The Nostalgia Project:

iscovering Community Through Poetry,
History, and Human Impact



Session Agenda

Overview
Project Goals
Q1-4 Projects

The Podcast:
Putting It All Together
Outcomes

Resources

Some days | wish
| could go back in life.
Not to change anything,
but to feel a few things

twice.
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What grade
do you teach?
What were you like
at that age?

| WAS A TEENAGER ONCE.




Nostalgia:

a sentimental longing or wistful
affection for the past, typically for a
period or place with happy
personal associations




Overview

e Our district partnered with Dr. Badia Ahad, Loyola University
Provost, to train staff district-wide on the concept of Nostalgia.

e Students were feeling much anxiety about returning to school
after the pandemic, and the idea of reminding students what
they loved about school helped them want to learn again.

e Nostalgia reclamation, restoration, and retribution makes
students feel invested in their community which creates a
sense of ownership and responsibility to be agents of change.

EAST AURORA




Project Goals

e Each content area would be included
e Project would align with our curriculum and be authentic
e Students would produce 1 project per content area
o ELA- Where I'm From Poem
o Social Studies - Past Aurora
o Algebra - Aurora Data Scatterplot
o Science - Human Impact Project
e Podcasts were created about each project
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language arts. Our first unit, Rites of Passage, addresses community
connection, narrative analysis, and poetry analysis.

The essential questions for this unit are “How do an author’s
surroundings affect their writing?” and “How can my literacy affect my
connection to my community?” Students reflect on their surroundings
and where they have come from.

Their culminating project includes a poem modeled after George Ella
Lyon’s poem Where I’'m From that demonstrates their connection to
their community and in doing so, they connect to their sense of

nostalgia.
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Quarter 2: Past Aurora

e This project connects with our study of growth of
industry and cities during the Gilded Age. This part of |
the project is kicked off with a walking history tour of our
City.

e Students explore the contributions of different ethnic
groups that contributed to the past and current growth of |
the City of Aurora. |

e Students use first and secondary sources to create a
student-led inquiry on a specific place (churches,
schools, parks, historical buildings, etc.) and evaluate
sources to explain the historical and cultural significance
in order to better understand how historians tell stories. EAST AURORA




Quarter 3: Their Aurora

e This project connects to the data and statistics that
are covered in our Algebra standards or 8th grade
math standards.

e Students look at charts of data, read maps, and
compile information about demographics of the area
they are investigating

e Students then create their own data representation -
we have been using scatterplots and lines of best fit
to graph the data and interpret how the data will
change over the next 30 years.

Data gathered from Data USA
# of WWII veterans




Quarter 4: Our Aurora
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SCHOOL DISTRICT 131

The focus of the project is for students to take a stand about an issue in
their community and to propose a way to resolve it in a way that would
benefit the community as a whole. The research and proposals connect
to the Science Human Impact Unit.
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NCTE Digital Media Literacy Statement |

“All learners at all grade levels have the right to:
1.

2.

3.

explore questions of representation and power through
critical reading, listening, and viewing;

use their empowered voices through writing, speaking,
and self expression in multiple genres and formats;
make relevant connections between school and society
through the use of digital media and popular
culture.”
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Putting It All Together %5{.

Padlet 2022-2023

Padlet 2023-2024

Recordings were done via Flip. Now we use STREAM.
Students uploaded their videos to Padlet.

Podcast Examples: ELA, Social Studies, Algebra, Science

Social Studies - i ~ Science - Our
ELA - My Aurora- @ Past Aurora - Algebra - Their E Aurora - Podcasts
Where I'm From Podcasts about a Aurora - Podcast about Human
Poem Podcast Historical Building about Aurora Data Impact in Aurora



https://padlet.com/bmorton77/aurora-podcasts-ajzf62cl3ast080n
https://padlet.com/bmorton77/aurora-podcasts-2023-24-2txlwhw4gh78hte1
https://padlet.com/bmorton77/aurora-podcasts-2023-24-2txlwhw4gh78hte1/wish/E851Q0x1rNBdQVAb
https://padlet.com/bmorton77/aurora-podcasts-2023-24-2txlwhw4gh78hte1/wish/XGyBQb5vKVLoaL6K
https://padlet.com/bmorton77/aurora-podcasts-2023-24-2txlwhw4gh78hte1/wish/Ae2RavDmgAeOZnz4
https://padlet.com/bmorton77/aurora-podcasts-2023-24-2txlwhw4gh78hte1/wish/dMA1W8XNw6VXW4OV

Outcomes

What STUDENTS learned:
e The benefit of collaborating with community stakeholders
e Their voices are valued in their community ERPS
e Empowered to make a positive change




Outcomes

What TEACHERS learned: SR

e Students became more involved in their community.

e J[eachers became more inclusive in their classrooms and
In the community they teach. We learn, too!

(ISBE Inclusive Inquiry Based Social Studies Standards)
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https://www.isbe.net/Documents/TEAACHing-For-Change-Pres.pdf

RESOURCES
D131 8th Grade Nostalgia Project

East Aurora Nostalgia
Curriculum Projects
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https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1M2fyYGLx8CwulPrUVHN4ertTyy84bdiPD3t6N00JIkQ/edit?usp=sharing

Contact Information

Laura Krueger, FRMA 8th Grade Language Arts Teacher
lkrueger@di31.org

Cynthia Martinez, FRMA 8th Grade Social Studies Teacher
cmartinez@d131.org

Bethany Morton, FRMA 8th Grade Algebra Teacher
bmorton@d131.org
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