
The Nostalgia Project Resources:
Discovering Community Through Poetry,

History, and Human Impact



Quarter 1: My Aurora 
Podcast

8th Grade Nostalgia Project

By: Cynthia Martinez, Bethany Morton, Mara 
Zdanowska-Clucas, Laura Krueger





Connection to Nostalgia

Nostalgic Reclamation
Integrated into this project:

In our class, we are reflecting on our past and 
“where we’re from”, literally and figuratively.  
Students will reflect on their childhood homes, 
family, neighborhoods, schools and community.  As 
part of our Nostalgia Project, students share their 
oral and written histories in the format of narrative 
poetry.  



Connection to Curriculum

This project relates to the first quarter curriculum for 8th 
grade Language Arts.  Our first unit, “Voices of the City” 
addresses community connection, narrative analysis and 
poetry analysis.  The essential questions for this unit are 
“How do an author’s surroundings affect his or her 
writing?” and “How can my literacy affect my connection 
to my community?” Students will reflect on their 
surroundings and where they have come from.  Their 
culminating project will be to write poetry that 
demonstrates their connection to their community and in 
doing so, they will connect to their sense of nostalgia.  They 
will then record a podcast reading their poetry and also 
stating a reflection on their poem. 



Supplemental Materials

● Where I’m From Poem by George Ella Lyon
● City of Aurora Videos 
● Poetry Slam Videos from Louder Than a 

Bomb
● Nostalgia Project Vocabulary Terms/Quizlet
● Where I’m From Poem Brainstorm 

Template
● Where I’m From Poem Peer Review 

Template



Product: Where I’m From Poem

Students will be expected to write a poem that uses 
literary devices to portray a vision of where the 
student is from. This included (and was not limited 
to): family traditions and sayings, where they were 
from physically, their heritage, their favorite 
memories of years past, etct.



Product: Podcast  “My Aurora”

In this podcast, students will be asked to orally 
perform their poem in a podcast. This podcast will 
also include a reflection on their experiences here in 
Aurora, whether or not they included it in the poem. 
Students will be writing up their script fo this podcast 
beforehand to assist in smooth delivery of their ideas 
to the listener. This podcast will be the first 
installment of their complete podcast series that will 
be completed by the end of the year.
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Reflection: How it went/How it’s going

After viewing poetry slams and videos about 
Aurora, students completed the writing 
process from brainstorming their childhood 
memories to their final drafts of their Where I’m 
From poems.  Our team intends on creating a 
book of the poems for each 8th grade student, 
and we are looking forward to the students 
creating an audio podcast of their poems.  In 
October, we are taking the students on a 
walking tour of Aurora.



Example Products



Quarter 2: Past Aurora 
Podcast

8th Grade Nostalgia Project

By: Cynthia Martinez, Bethany Morton, Mara Zdanowska-Clucas



The Octagon Home of Aurora
By - Nicole, Alina, & Alyssa



New york street 
memorial bridge

By -Crash Levin,Elizabeth Corral Moreno, Natalie Frausto 



Hotel Aurora

By: Jenna Hutchinson &
Raquel Martinez





Connection to Nostalgia

 

Nostalgic Retribution
We employ nostalgic retribution to focus on historical 
events with affective desires of the present to invoke the 
“good feelings” of nostalgia.  We will focus on the 
contributions different groups (ethic, race, gender, ) 
made in the city of Aurora.  We will do several close 
reads, research first and secondary sources, and listen to 
interviews.  As a Nostalgia Project, students choose a 
place in Aurora (building, church, park, school, etc) and 
create their own tribute to this place, rather than feeling 
disconnected to the city they live in, all students will find 
connections and discover that many different groups of  
people contributed to the identity and uniqueness of the 
City of Aurora. 



Connection to Nostalgia

 

Nostalgic Restoration
We will feel a new sense of belonging and ownership to the City 
of Aurora. Students will feel a sense of pride and responsibility to 
continue to see their role as an active citizen. 

Nostalgic Reclamation
Students will feel invested in their community and also a sense of 
ownership and responsibility to help their own community thrive. 



Connection to Curriculum

This project will connect with our study of the growth 
of industry, the rise of big business and the rapid 
growth of cities.  The contributions of different ethnic 
groups that contributed to the history and current 
growth of the City of Aurora. Students will use first 
and secondary sources to create a student-led inquiry 
on a specific place (churches, schools, parks, historical 
buildings, etc) and evaluate sources to explain the 
historical and cultural significance, to better 
understand how historians tell stories. 



Supplemental Materials

● African American History
:https://www.aurorahistory.net/celebrating-black-history
-month-in-aurora/

● Mexican Box Car Community: 
https://repository.arizona.edu/bitstream/handle/10150/
624806/pmas_03_1_30.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y

● GAR museum, SciTech, and Aurora Fire Museum 
● Aurora Public Library (Local History Department)
● Aurora Historical Society (Books, museum, archives) 
● Historical Landmark Brochure
● Video on History of Aurora (20th century) and other 

videos about Fox Valley Area, and Aurora
https://www.cffrv.org/communications/video-histories

● Some students also conducted interviews

https://www.aurorahistory.net/celebrating-black-history-month-in-aurora/
https://www.aurorahistory.net/celebrating-black-history-month-in-aurora/
https://repository.arizona.edu/bitstream/handle/10150/624806/pmas_03_1_30.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://repository.arizona.edu/bitstream/handle/10150/624806/pmas_03_1_30.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://www.cffrv.org/communications/video-histories


Product: Digital Notecard & Script

Digital Notecard
- Summary of the students’ research on their 

building/historical marker (5 W’s) 
- https://docs.google.com/document/d/1v_PmEuzzkI

ZcNZxnqFptg2y_mXwSi1PfVHyARMvC-vg/copy
Script

- Hook
- Summary of research
- Essential Question: Give the audience something to think 

about? Conclusion (use essential question) Describe and illustrate 
how your topic has influenced the City of Aurora both in the past and 
the present. Create a script that demonstrates your understanding of 
the essential question: How can individuals and groups contribute to 
their communities and to the world?

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1v_PmEuzzkIZcNZxnqFptg2y_mXwSi1PfVHyARMvC-vg/copy
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1v_PmEuzzkIZcNZxnqFptg2y_mXwSi1PfVHyARMvC-vg/copy


Product: Podcast  “Past Aurora”

The podcast encompasses all of the students’ group research 
and presents it in an interesting and lively way. 

A Podcast is a great way to teach communication skills, 
because unlike presenting in front of a class the  students are 
allowed to hear themselves after their recording. They 
themselves reflect and edit, their own projects. Students who 
choose to  work in groups were able to peer review and 
record the podcast until they were satisfied with the work. 

Plus, it can give them an opportunity to reflect on and think 
about what they're learning on a different level. When they 
teach others, it gives the student a new, deeper perspective 
on their learning 
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It was so much fun to take the kids and have them explore the 
history of  Aurora. All the chaperones, city officials, and museum 
curators that we met were excited to see students actively 
participating in this historical walking tour. 

In class, it  is was also wonderful to see the students feel excited to 
learn about the city of Aurora. Havings students pick really allowed 
for autonomy and motivated the students to complete the research. 
I would constantly hear in class, “Did you know that building used 
to be…. Or Did you know this place was here since 1800s, or I 
know where that place is at….” 

Reflection: How it went



Quarter 3: Their Aurora 
Podcast

8th Grade Nostalgia Project

By: Laura Krueger, Cynthia Martinez, Bethany Morton, Mara Zdanowska-Clucas



Nostalgia Project Overview



Nostalgia Project Overview



Connection to Nostalgia

Students will be connecting their experiences to those of others 
in the community.  Students will be encouraged to reach out to:

- Friends
- Grandparents
- Aunts/Uncles/Cousins
- Political Leaders in the community (Mayor, 

aldermen, council members)
- Members of other ethnic communities
- People the know from other parts of town (West 

Aurora/North Aurora)

 

Nostalgic Restoration



Connection to Curriculum

This project can connect to the data and statistics that 
is covered in our Algebra standards or 8th grade math 
standards.  Students will be able to look at charts of 
data, read maps, compile information about 
demographics of the area they are investigating, and 
create their own data representation.



Supplemental Materials

● Students are also encouraged to also conduct 
interviews of family/friends/relatives that live in 
neighborhoods in Aurora outside their own

● Aurora Data Websites: 
https://datausa.io/profile/geo/aurora-il/#demogra
phics
http://www.city-data.com/city/Aurora-Illinois.ht
ml

● Desmos Calculator: https://www.desmos.com/

https://datausa.io/profile/geo/aurora-il/#demographics
https://datausa.io/profile/geo/aurora-il/#demographics
http://www.city-data.com/city/Aurora-Illinois.html
http://www.city-data.com/city/Aurora-Illinois.html
https://www.desmos.com/


Product: Digital Notecard & Script

Digital Notecard
- Summary of the students’ research on their Aurora 

Data that has changed over the past 20 years.
- https://docs.google.com/document/d/1UOVQ57BIrl

msod4lq5oKNwcxZhjGuDIjFHbvJskLE2U/edit?usp
=sharing

-
Script

- Hook
- Summary of research
- Essential Question: How has Aurora changed over the 

years?

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1UOVQ57BIrlmsod4lq5oKNwcxZhjGuDIjFHbvJskLE2U/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1UOVQ57BIrlmsod4lq5oKNwcxZhjGuDIjFHbvJskLE2U/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1UOVQ57BIrlmsod4lq5oKNwcxZhjGuDIjFHbvJskLE2U/edit?usp=sharing


Product: Podcast  “Their Aurora”

The podcast encompasses all of the students’ group research 
and graphing and presents it in an interesting and lively way. 

A Podcast is a great way to teach communication skills, 
because unlike presenting in front of a class the  students are 
allowed to hear themselves after their recording. They 
themselves reflect and edit, their own projects. Students who 
choose to  work in groups were able to peer review and 
record the podcast until they were satisfied with the work. 

Plus, it can give them an opportunity to reflect on and think 
about what they're learning on a different level. When they 
teach others, it gives the student a new, deeper perspective 
on their learning. 
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Product: Podcast  “Their Aurora”

Average Wages - Elem & Middle School Female TeachersData from DataUSA

Y = 809.51x + 41165

Prediction for the year 
2050:

Based on my line of best 
fit, a female teacher in 
the year 2050 will be 
making on average
809.51(50)+41165 
= $81640.50.

This seems high 
compared to the earlier 
numbers but makes 
sense if you consider 
teachers who have been 
teaching for many years 
and the increase in 
wages over 30 years.



Reflection: How it’s going

So far, students have just begun their research on data that they would 
like to present.  Digital notecards are being filled out, and they are 
enjoying finding out things about Aurora that they did not know.  I am 
encouraging them to think of something a family member or friend might 
know about Aurora or be involved with in Aurora so that they can have a 
personal discussion along with their online research.

Scripts will be written tomorrow and the final podcast is due on Friday.
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Years since 2000

Average English ACT test scores - East 

Aurora High School Aurora IL

Prediction for 2052;

Based on my line of best 

fit, the average English 

ACT score in East Aurora 

by 2052 will be 22.12

{0.16 (52)+3.8}

=22.12

This means that in the 

year 2052 students at 

East Aurora will be 

averaging 22.12 on their 

english ACT scores. This 

is pretty reasonable 

considering the average 

change isn’t too high.

Y = 0.16x+13.8

Slope: 0.16; means the 

scores are increasing by 

0.16 per year since 2009

Y int: 13.8; means that in 

2000 the average English 

ACT test score was 13.8



Number of Years
A

m
ount of Perm

its

Number of Housing Permits in Aurora

My prediction for the amount of 
housing permits in the year 2052 
is around -2,402 permits. We all 
know that having a negative 
amount of permits isn’t a real 
thing, but based on the line of best 
fit that is the prediction. 
Hypothetically speaking Aurora 
could see a boom in the house 
building industry and for all we 
know that number could 
skyrocket again, just like it was 
before the economic crash of 
2008, and 2009 which is what 
sent the amount of permits down.

y=-67.13(52)+135.35

Prediction 



Quarter 4: “Our Aurora” Podcast

8th Grade Nostalgia Project

By: Cynthia Martinez, Bethany Morton, Mara Zdanowska-Clucas, Laura Krueger



OUR AURORA - plans for the future/vocalizing change.

Tie in Human Impact project into future of Aurora - 
students will research and advocate for the future of the 
city whether that be a change that they want to see made, 
or a project they would like to have built, etc.  The podcast 
is the main product - students may propose a project or 
idea without having to put it together or organize it.  They 
CAN go above and beyond and do that though.

Nostalgia Project Overview



Connection to Nostalgia

Nostalgic Reclamation

“...nostalgia functions as a product of memory and as a quality 
that makes possible continual creative imaginings of a present and 
a future.”

Integrated into this project:
- Students think about their Aurora experiences in the 

past and try to create a better future by proposing 
changes to issues in their hometown

- They imagine futures they want to live in and 
propose ways to try to achieve that dream future.

 



Connection to Curriculum

The nostalgia project is integrated into the science 
curriculum (and all curriculums for 8th grade) by way 
of a culminating project that spans all subjects. We 
usually work on a TED talk that incorporates knowledge 
learned in all subjects to educate others on a topic of 
interest. We will be adapting this end of term project to 
reflect on the past podcasts created about Aurora and 
their community both past and present. The focus of the 
project will be for students to take a stand about an issue 
in their community (be it social, environmental or 
political) and propose a way to resolve the issue in a way 
that would benefit the community as a whole.



Supplemental Materials

● Students are also encouraged to also conduct 
interviews of family/friends/relatives/city officials 
to discuss their ideas and solutions to their issues 
they chose

● https://www.aurora-il.org/
● https://www.npr.org/2018/11/15/662070097/starting-your-pod

cast-a-guide-for-students 
● https://www.aurora-il.org/2175/CHANGE-Reform-Initiative 

https://www.aurora-il.org/
https://www.npr.org/2018/11/15/662070097/starting-your-podcast-a-guide-for-students
https://www.npr.org/2018/11/15/662070097/starting-your-podcast-a-guide-for-students
https://www.aurora-il.org/2175/CHANGE-Reform-Initiative


Product: Digital Notecard & Script

Digital Notecard
- Summary of the students’ research on their Aurora 

Data that has changed over the past 20 years.
- https://docs.google.com/document/d/1v_PmEuzzkI

ZcNZxnqFptg2y_mXwSi1PfVHyARMvC-vg/copy
Script

- Hook
- Summary of research
- Essential Question: Look at charts of data, compile 

information about demographics of the area you are 
investigating, and create your own data scatterplot and 
line of best fit.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1v_PmEuzzkIZcNZxnqFptg2y_mXwSi1PfVHyARMvC-vg/copy
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1v_PmEuzzkIZcNZxnqFptg2y_mXwSi1PfVHyARMvC-vg/copy


Product: Podcast  “Our Aurora”

The podcast encompasses all of the students’ group research 
and ideas and presents it in an interesting and lively way. 

A Podcast is a great way to teach communication skills, 
because unlike presenting in front of a class the  students are 
allowed to hear themselves after their recording. They 
themselves reflect and edit, their own projects. Students who 
choose to  work in groups were able to peer review and 
record the podcast until they were satisfied with the work. 

Plus, it can give them an opportunity to reflect on and think 
about what they're learning on a different level. When they 
teach others, it gives the student a new, deeper perspective 
on their learning 
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Digital 
Notecard



Podcast 
Recording 
Directions



Contact Information

Laura Krueger, FRMA 8th Grade Language Arts Teacher
lkrueger@d131.org

Cynthia Martinez, FRMA 8th Grade Social Studies Teacher
cmartinez@d131.org

Bethany Morton, FRMA 8th Grade Algebra Teacher
bmorton@d131.org 

mailto:lkrueger@d131.org
mailto:cmartinez@d131.org
mailto:bmorton@d131.org

