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Jacqueline Costa
Student teacher at Guilford High School

“I’VE BEEN SAYING THIS”:
ACKNOWLEDGING MULTIPLE WAYS OF 
KNOWING THROUGH AN EMPHASIS ON 
ORAL TRADITION TO CREATE 
CULTURALLY RELEVANT CLASSROOM 
ENVIRONMENTS AND MODEL CROSS-
DISCIPLINARY MASTERY



“I’ve Been Saying This”:
Acknowledging Multiple ways of Knowing through an 
Emphasis on Oral Tradition to Create Culturally Relevant 
Classroom Environments and Model Cross-Disciplinary 
Mastery



We are standing on the anscestral homelands of 

Potawatomi, Kiikaapoi, Kaskaski, Myaamia, Peoria, 

and Alexis Nakota tribes. 

While colonialism has done immense damage to 

these communities and the people in them, they 

continue to be vital stewards of this land. 

As such, this presentation is a call to action.

Take it upon yourself to respect, preserve, and 

honor the longstanding land, methodologies, and 

ideas that you will become a steward of today.

LAND 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT



As teachers of the humanities, we have a 

responsibility to appeal to and develop our 

students' sense of humanity. 

Stories and tales preserved through oral tradition 

present a uniquely human experience. These 

stories are filtered by nothing but time.

Moreso, these stories also present an opportunity 

for us to diversify our curricula.

Why it matters





Indigenous ways of knowing

• the vast variety of knowledge that exists 
across diverse Indigenous communities. 
It also signals that indigenous people 
don't just learn from human interaction 
and relationships. All elements of 
creation can teach us, from the plant and 
animal nations, to the "objects" that 
many people consider to be inanimate.



Decolonizing Education

• Refers to the idea of acknowledging and 
respecting Indigenous ways of knowing

• Examples:
• Recognizing indigenous plant knowledge
• Teaching with a “sense of place”
• Using stories to transmit knowledge



“That’s great and 
all, but how do I 

use it in the 
classroom?”

−You



MY FUTURE GOALS

Classroom 

discussion of 

epistemology

Study of selected 

chapters of Braiding 

Sweetgrass

Student 

reflections



Use anticipatory activities to discuss the role of didactic stories

Guiding Questions:

•  How do we know what we know?

• Is the scientific method “objective”?

• How do we transmit knowledge?

• "What makes a good story?"/Story Listen-along

Classroom discussion 

of epistemology



Suggested Chapters:

• “Learning the Grammar of Animacy”

• “Asters and Goldenrod”

• “In the Footsteps of Nanabozho: Becoming Indigenous to Place”

• “Allegiance to Gratitude”

Study of selected 

chapters of Braiding 

Sweetgrass



Students will find a story that has been transmitted by oral tradition. Students will 

then be responsible for retelling the story before presenting a multimedia analysis 

of thematic, social-emotional, and cross-curricular aspects of the text.

Student created 

work.. 



Notes and Further Research

• Not all Native American stories are meant to 
be told by everyone. Before you begin, learn 
and act accordingly.

• Is it feasible to include other stories that are 
preserved through an oral history?
oEx. Works and Days



THANK
YOU!



Naya Haller
Student teacher at Byron High School

DIGITAL DIALOGUE: USING 
TECHNOLOGY TO FOSTER STUDENT 
VOICE IN THE ENGLISH CLASSROOM



DIGITAL DIALOGUE: USING 
TECHNOLOGY TO FOSTER STUDENT 
VOICE IN THE ENGLISH CLASSROOM

NURTURING NOVEL CONNECTIONS IN STUDENT-CENTERED ELA CLASSROOMS

NAYA HALLER, NORTHERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY, STUDENT-TEACHER 

IATE CONFERENCE 2025



PRESENTATION OVERVIEW

• Introduce digital tools for student-centered discussion and writing

• Share classroom-based findings on student engagement

• Reflect on how tech supported quiet/disengaged students



STUDENT TEACHING CLASSROOM CONTEXT

• I am currently in six classes (block periods), two freshmen and four sophomore 

classes

• I graduated in 2022 from high school and grew up around technology

• It is constantly advancing, and we can grow with it as well

• It is interesting for me to look at technology in the classroom as both a 

teacher, researcher, and learner as well



WHY DIGITAL DIALOGUE MATTERS

Brief explanation of:

• Student voice and agency

• Barriers to traditional participation (shyness, processing speed, language)

• The need for inclusive engagement strategies



WELL KNOWN TECHNOLOGY 

• Flip – video-based discussion and reflection

• Padlet – collaborative visual brainstorming

• Google Docs/Slides - Using it as a discussion tool

• AI-enhanced tools – e.g., ChatGPT for writing feedback, idea generation



FLIP IN ACTION

(formerly Flipgrid) A videobased social learning platform that allows teachers  

and students to share video responses and engage in interactive learning.

Student outcomes:

• More participation from quieter students

• Stronger emotional expression and nuance



PADLET IN GROUP WORK 

Online collaboration tool that lets users create interactive boards for posting 

text, images, videos, links, and documents.

Student Outcomes:

• Real-time thinking

• Equal voice in small groups



GOOGLE DOCS AND SLIDES

• Can use docs and slides as a way to do small and whole group discussion 

• My own example of this:

o T-Chart from A4

oCER From 1acc Freshman

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1oVWbXtJx-3gaw2AtbdxyzH3T-Wtj-Hd12kULo2e48ms/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1oVWbXtJx-3gaw2AtbdxyzH3T-Wtj-Hd12kULo2e48ms/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1oVWbXtJx-3gaw2AtbdxyzH3T-Wtj-Hd12kULo2e48ms/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1oVWbXtJx-3gaw2AtbdxyzH3T-Wtj-Hd12kULo2e48ms/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ZyO5Q6Ha4PgWvj5O_ieNw0uvjYq_g9KGZa8Dg_ZdAQE/edit?tab=t.0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ZyO5Q6Ha4PgWvj5O_ieNw0uvjYq_g9KGZa8Dg_ZdAQE/edit?tab=t.0


USING AI THOUGHTFULLY

My experience with:

• ChatGPT or similar AI for brainstorming

Student reaction:

• Curiosity

• Cautions about use (authenticity, ethics)



STUDENT FEEDBACK

Results from surveys, informal feedback, or class discussions

• “I like talking through Flipgrid because I don’t feel judged”

• “Padlet helps me see what others are thinking before I share”

• "The T-Chart helped us stayed engaged the whole time in class"



CHALLENGES AND ADJUSTMENTS

• Tech access and equity

• Time management and setup

• Encouraging authentic engagement (vs. just “clicking through”)

• Using technology correctly



THINGS THAT I AM CONSTANTLY REFLECTING ON

• Theory vs. practice: What worked better than expected?

• The value of experimenting as a pre-service teacher



TAKEAWAYS FOR TEACHERS

• Start small, scaffold tool use

• Combine tech with discussion norms

• Use tools to amplify, not replace, student voice



QUESTIONS AND CONVERSATION

Invite discussion:

• What tools have others used?

• What strategies support student voice in low-tech settings?

• QR code or link to resources/slides:



THANK YOU! CONTACT INFO

• Ms. Naya Haller 

• naya.haller@gmail.com 

• LinkedIn: 

• I invite you to connect and collaborate with me further on any other questions or comments you 

may have for me!

mailto:naya.haller@gmail.com
mailto:naya.haller@gmail.com


Zoë Rehders-Blasco
Student teacher at Guilford High School

PERSONALIZING AND MODIFYING 
INSTRUCTION FOR READING 
COMPREHENSION AND 
ENGAGEMENT



Text to Self:
Personalizing and Modifying Instruction 

for Reading Comprehension and 
Engagement

Zoë Rehders-Blasco

Student Teacher

English Department

Northern Illinois University



SATURDAY, 10/25
OBJs:
1. Understanding how a strategic approach to 

standardized test data implementation can 
strengthen lesson planning and student 
comprehension.

2. Considering a potential root cause to student 
disinterest and disengagement in order to 
work toward patching holes in highly needed 
support areas.

AGENDA:

1. The issue

2. Student data

3. Approach

4. Instructional activities

5. Proposed focus



Did you know...

Avg readability score ≈ 17th grade
(Bachelor's + 1 yr)

Avg US adult reading level ≈ 8th–9th grade
54% at or below 6th grade



Sample Demographics

3
Grade 9: 5 22%

Grade 10: 18 78%

4
Grade 9: 0 0%

Grade 10: 31 100%

6
Grade 9: 1 3%

Grade 10: 32 97%

7
Grade 9: 11 38%

Grade 10: 18 62%

8
Grade 9: 13 43%

Grade 10: 17 57%

Regular→

Honors→

Honors→

CoT Regular→

CoT Regular→



MY QUESTION:
How can I meet struggling students where they are, 
skill-wise, without stalling learning for my
faster learners?



Approach: Plan with STAR Data

DATA COLLECTION:

★ STAR Reading Assessment
★ Percentage of formatives submitted
★ Percentage of summatives submitted
★ Observational data:

○ Skill performance
○ Behavior
○ Engagement
○ Comprehension

DETERMINING TARGET SKILLS:

★ Record suggested critical skills from STAR 
Assessment score reports

★ Condense into overarching target skills



Sample Demographics

Regular English 10 RL Numbers

HS 4 students

ML 27 students

ELEM 49 students

PK 1 student

Honors English 10 RL Numbers

PHS 1 student

HS 27 students

ML 27 students

ELEM 7 students



Target Skills

★ Basic Reading
○ Decoding words
○ Phonemic awareness
○ Prosody

★ Foundational Comprehension
○ Summary
○ Key details
○ Text characteristics

■ Headings
■ Images
■ Captions

★ Intermediate Thinking
○ Analysis

■ Plot

■ Theme

■ Relationships

○ Author’s choice

★ Advanced Thinking
○ Synthesis

○ Evaluation



So… what exactly does this look like?



Activities Targeting Critical Skill Needs

Basic Reading

➔ Word Studies
◆ Familiar Words
◆ Affix research + analysis

➔ Read aloud performance tests
◆ Running Record
◆ Miscue Analysis
◆ Informal Reading Inventory





Activities Targeting Critical Skill Needs

Foundational Comprehension

➔ Summaries
➔ Explaining sequence of events

◆ Order of events
◆ Cause/Effect
◆ Connecting new information throughout text

➔ Close reading and annotations



Activities Targeting Critical Skill Needs

Intermediate Thinking

➔ Analytical discussions
➔ Fact-checking + source credibility scavenger hunts

o Persuasive
o Research

➔ Periodic research practice
o Word studies
o Asking questions to the text



Activities Targeting Critical Skill Needs

Advanced Thinking

➔ Side-by-side analyses of texts
➔ Debates
➔ Peer review workshops
➔ Annotated bibliographies



Conclusion:
Differentiating and personalizing instruction helps.

most of the time…





“Well, maybe if your class wasn’t so boring, we wouldn’t need to 
be on our phones.” —A real quote from one of my students





←



Need to focus on Social Emotional Learning

We could...

➔ Scaffold

➔ Differentiate

➔ Personalize

Issues that may keep students from success:

➔ Lack support at home

➔ Have other responsibilities

➔ History of adverse interactions

What should be done:

➔ Refer to SEL support

➔ Compassion, patience, interest

➔ Provide structure

But... →
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