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Understanding
	Understanding is seeing why people are the way they are and, if possible having sympathy for them. In other words, understanding is to get what the person is going through, and possibly even pity them. For instance, when you are babysitting and the child throws his food off his high-chair you need to understand that they do not know what they are doing is frowned upon. This is an example of understanding because the child doesn't know what they are doing, and the babysitter needs to be understanding of the actions of the child based on what the child knows. 
Activity 
In the following simple CEIT essay, label each sentence C, E, I, or T, and underline the signals the writer provided the reader. 

Perseverance
	Perseverance is sticking to a task when difficulties arise. In other words, life will throw you different challenges, but you need to stay focused at the task to get over those challenges so your life can get better. For example, I was playing baseball two years ago and ended up needing surgery where I had a screw placed into my elbow. It took many months to recover and become healthy again. I had to train and train to get my arm back where it should be, but because I got through those difficulties, I am now able to play again, making my life better. This is an example of perseverance because I stuck to the task of training hard even though it caused much discomfort so I could get back to full health, causing my life to become much better again.


Activity
Pick one of the definitions below and write a four sentence, simple CEIT essay. 
1. Obedience is doing what the person in authority over you commands, as long as it is not evil.  
2. Orderliness is doing what you should, when and how it should be done.  
3. Optimism is expecting good things to happen because you can see how they can happen.  
4. Patience is not losing your calm when difficulties arise. 
5. Patriotism is valuing and defending all the good of your country.  
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A Complex CEIT essay
Patriotism
	A patriotic person recognizes what his country has given him and is giving him. He pays it due honor and service, thereby supporting and defending the values it stands for, while also making his own noble aspirations of every country in the world. First, someone who is patriotic recognizes what his country has given him and is giving him. This means, a patriot is able to notice the opportunities and rights that he has received from his country and be grateful for them. For example, instead of trashing his nation publicly on Facebook, a social media user should post about the good things of his country and ways to improve the bad. This is patriotism because the social media user gives credit to their country for all the things it has granted him and will grant him. Second, a patriotic person pays his country due honor and service, thereby supporting and defending the values it stands for. This is to say the patriotic person will help and respect their nation, and protect it in time of need. For example, a patriotic person will volunteer for the military when their country is in danger. This is patriotism because when you join the military, you are putting your life on the line to protect your country. Third, a patriotic person makes his own noble aspirations of every country on Earth. This means a patriot wishes for the good of the entire world and all people in it, and recognizes there is a lot of good in other places. For example, a person may join the Peace Corp, so he can help people in countries that are less fortunate than himself. This is patriotism because the Peace Corp volunteer works for the betterment of the world which in turn helps his own country. In conclusion, a patriotic person recognizes what he has been given by his country, works for the good and improvement of his country, and protects his country. 


A bare-bones outline:
A patriotic person recognizes what his country has given him and is giving him. He pays it due honor and service, thereby supporting and defending the values it stands for, while also making his own [the] noble aspirations of every country in the world. 

First, someone who is patriotic recognizes what his country has given him and is giving him. 

Second, a patriotic person pays his country due honor and service, thereby supporting and defending the values it stands for. 

Third, a patriotic person makes his own [the] noble aspirations of every country on Earth. 

A multiple-ideas assignment for Tolstoy’s “Alyosha the Pot”
	Concept 
	Students 

	Justice 
	 
	 
	 

	Injustice 
	 
	 
	 

	Wisdom 
	 
	 
	 

	Foolishness 
	 
	 
	 

	Nature of Love* 
	 
	 
	 

	Holiness** 
	 
	 
	 

	Wickedness 
	 
	 
	 



* Could be parent/child love, love of neighbor, romantic love, friendship, or charity. Just use one type.  
** Union with God, achieved by doing God’s will, with the help of God’s grace.

Thesis Statements
A “Jack and the Beanstalk,” a simple thesis: Jack is audacious. 
A thesis with a roadmap: Jack is audacious when he sells the family cow for some magic beans, when he steals from the Giant, and when he returns for even more treasure. 
Two student thesis statements with roadmaps from a classic film:
“On the Waterfront” directed by Elia Kazan, is a film that has themes of redemption with characters such as Charlie “the gent”, Kayo Dugan, Fr. Barry, and most of all Terry.

The movie, On the Waterfront (1954) directed by Elia Kazan, uses pigeons to represent loyalty in the beginning, the feeling of being trapped, and the truth being told in the end.




Roadmaps are clearer if in parallel grammatical form. 

	
	
	



· 


1 CEIT Presentation
· when he sells the family cow for some magic beans, 
· when he steals from the Giant, 
· and when he returns for even more treasure.


· Charlie “the gent”, 
· Kayo Dugan, 
· Fr. Barry, 
· and most of all Terry



· loyalty in the beginning, 
· the feeling of being trapped, 
· and the truth being told in the end
	
	
	






Summary

· The four basic moves writers make in non-fiction writing are claims, explanations, illustrations, and tie-backs. My acronym for them is CEIT. 
· It is helpful use signals for explanations, examples, and analysis of examples (tie-backs).
· Once explicitly taught in an orderly manner, the writer can use them (or not) to whatever extent and in whatever order she deems appropriate.
· Subtopic sentences break down the parts of a complex claim.
· The complex claim can be treated in a one paragraph essay, a multi-paragraph essay, and even in a book-length exposition. 
· In literary criticism, a thesis is an articulation of something about an idea the reader discovers arising from a narrative. 
· It is helpful for a thesis to include a roadmap. 
· We can teach structure or form. Content is much harder because it involves the inner life of the student. We can help through directed analysis.
· Quotes need contexts!
· The use of prompts, such as assigning ideas to students, helps them get started. 
· Assigning different ideas to different students makes reading a batch of essays less tedious. 
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