
 
 
 

SAMPLE / RUBRIC EXAMPLE 
 

 
 
For each of the essays you read, identify its strengths.  AP readers are told to “reward you for what you 
do well.”  So let’s see what they do well.  (You can identify a “weakness” if it has a pretty significant 
detrimental effect on the essay.) 
 

Essay Strengths 
 
ROCKING 
HORSE 
 
 
 

 

 
GALLOPING 
TO THE 
END 
 
 
 

 

 
 
Reflect on the essays and your assessment of them.  Then, using the provided rubric, give them their 
appropriate score. 
 
 
RH: 
 
 
 
GTTE: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

SAMPLE / RUBRIC EXAMPLE 
 

 
 
Now re-read your essay, please score it using the rubric. 
 
MINE:  
 
What did you see in terms of the strengths of these essays that you would want to work on in your own 
writing before the AP exam? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Provide a quote from your own writing that you feel is stronger than the essay you had rated highest: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Provide a quote from your own writing that you feel needs some help: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Highlight one of the Success Criteria on the rubric that you believe you were less successful in reaching. 
Revise the statement above (not necessarily lengthen) so that it meets the quality and strength of your 
best moment and improves your self-score. 


